MEDIA RELEASE

Sneak Peek of Thought-Provoking Films
to help Families Living in Poverty Start a Small Business

Sydney, 5 August 2016 – A special screening of a short film about how a small loan changed

a family’s life, Lydia: A Story of Opportunity, will feature at a fundraising event for the
microfinance non-profit, Opportunity International Australia, at the Randwick Ritz on 25
August 2016. This loan enabled an Indonesian mother, Lydia, to start a small business and
invest in her children’s wellbeing and education after the tragic loss of her husband.
Opportunity Ambassador Zoe Fehlberg, who is organising the event, said: “Lydia’s story is
inspiring! It illustrates how a small loan gives a family living in poverty the tools they need to
start their own business and begin to leave poverty behind.
“People living in poverty are just like us. They are prepared to work hard to provide for their
family; they want what’s best for their children; and sometimes they face unexpected
challenges and losses.
“Like us, they sometimes need a hand up to get back on their feet,” she added.
The award winning director of the film, Stefan Hunt, said: “I am a big believer that a hand up
and not a hand out is a great method for positive social change.
“When I heard about the work that Opportunity did and the potential to collaborate I was on
board with this project immediately.
“Prior to the trip I had heard about Lydia’s story but it wasn’t until I met her and her family
that I could feel the impact that a small loan had on their lives. This was the driving force for
me and all the crew to create a beautiful film and do her story justice,” he exclaimed.
The internationally acclaimed film on climate change and sustainable futures, This Changes
Everything, will also be screened at the event, which includes a tasting of delicious organic
wines. This film, which was inspired by Naomi Klein’s international bestseller, This Changes
Everything, presents seven powerful portraits of communities on the front lines, from the
coast of South India to Beijing and beyond.
ENDS

EVENT DETAILS
Date: Thursday 25 August 2016
Time: 7.30pm wine tasting; 8.30pm movie start
Where: The Ritz Cinema, 45 St Pauls St, Randwick
Cost: $35 or $60 including wine and cheese.
Purchase tickets HERE.
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About Opportunity International Australia
Opportunity International Australia enables you to invest in a mother living in poverty so
that she can use a small loan to buy an item like a sewing machine and start a small
business. For a family in a developing country who can’t afford the basics, a loan as small
as $70 can be life changing. With this hand up, a mother can put food on the table, send
her children to school and transform her family’s future for generations. Mothers want
what is best for their children, and as businesses become successful (98% of
Opportunity’s loans are repaid), your help means they can make their dreams for their
children come true. Opportunity is motivated by Jesus Christ’s call to love and serve the
poor, serving all people regardless of their race, faith, ethnicity and gender. For more
information, visit www.opportunity.org.au
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