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FROM THE CEOQO

Cehuild

Dear friends

As | read the story of Emi, who’s
pictured on the cover standing tall
despite her home burning down, |
think about all the people who've
lost their homes in many a fire and
flood in Australia or overseas.

As a nation we band together
and give financially or volunteer
— anything to help those affected
rebuild their lives. Everyone plays
their part.

In this issue of Opportunity
Magazine, | encourage you to
play your part in helping families
in poverty start again. You can
begin by reading more of Emi’s
powerful story on pages 4-7.

Be further inspired by the key
stories we’ve pulled from our
recently published 2015 Annual
Review on pages 8-9. They will
give you an insight into how each
area of our work rebuilds the lives
of individuals and communities.

You can also check out our
supporter stories from page

12. Read how an entrepreneur,
philanthropist and some
enthusiastic school kids are
creating opportunities for families
in need.

Every small loan has the
opportunity to lift a family above
the poverty line — and it couldn’t
happen without you.

With gratitude

Yk

Robert Dunn
Chief Executive Officer

facebook.com/opportunityAUS

twitter.com/opportunityAUS

instagram.com/opportunityAUS

linkedin.com/company/opportunityAUS

youtube.com/opportunityaustralia



| first heard about Emi on the drive to her village a couple
of hours outside of Soe in Indonesia. To me, it sounded like
she had lost everything.

Her husband died a few years ago, leaving her to provide for
their children. Then, six weeks before my visit, her home and
business burned down, leaving her with no way to earn money.

It's amazing to think that, after losing so much, Emi still has the
strength to start again.

WRITTEN BY
BENJAMIN FREEMAN

The journey to Emi’s village is long. Once the road stops, or rather is no longer
safe to drive on, there is about a two kilometre walk up a hill to Emi’s home. At
least what is left of it.

The ground where her home once stood is blanketed by ash, the only remnants of
her house and business after the fire.

Emi held her two children as we walked up. She has a little boy, Martin (11) and a little
girl, Betrik (8). She’s lucky to be alive.

“Betrik was inside the house when it was on fire but she couldn’t ask for help
because she’s deaf and mute. Her brother felt the heat and came over to the house,
getting her out by breaking the windows,” says Emi.

When | heard this, | had no words.

I don’t know whether it was just in my head, but | felt like every time Betrik looked
over at where her home had once stood, her eyes tightened with pain.

“The fire destroyed everything. Only the clothes that we wore were left. | cried for
one week.”













ANNUAL REVIEW 2015

THANK YOU FOR
TRANSFORMING FUTURES!

2,512

SUPPORTERS

$10M

RAISED

3.5M

PEOPLE WITH LOANS
TO TRANSFORM
THEIR LIVES

98%

LOAN REPAYMENT
RATE

W

Want to know more?

Check out our 2015
Annual Review online at
opportunity.org.au/
annual-review-2015

INVESTING IN MOTHERS
LIKE BEATRIS

A $145 loan in 2009 helped
Beatris purchase 200kg of abaca
(natural plant fibre) to start her
own handicraft business making
ropes. Before that, she worked
in a factory where she was
mistreated and underpaid. She
couldn’t even afford milk for her
family and had to use rice flour
instead.

She now earns Php.100,000
(A$2,890) a month, almost 10
times her previous income. She
employs 65 staff, giving others
in her rural community of Valerio,
Philippines, the opportunity to
earn incomes too.

Beatris’s daughters are all
receiving an education and they
have also been able to build a
stone house with electricity,
water and a toilet.

“With these [financial] services |
feel secure, knowing | won’t

leave my children with nothing,”
says Beatris.

BUILDING HEALTHY
COMMUNITIES
LIKE MUNNI’S

Munni Begum was an ordinary
housewife before she started
training to become a community
health leader. Her training not only
made her a respected member of
her community in Bihar, India, but
also saved her cousin’s life.

One night Munni’s cousin was in
a fight and swallowed fertiliser
mixed with alcohol. Munni forced
her cousin to drink salt water to
make him throw up. After doctors
stabilised him at the hospital
they commended Munni for her
knowledge and calm reaction.
Today Munni continues to spread
awareness about health education
in her community.













Ambassador In Focus

HANG
OSMENT-LE

UTer

Check out Hang’s beautiful fashion
label at allthewildroses.com
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Sheryl WuDunn and Nicholas
Kristof once said, “Talent is
universal, but opportunity is not.”

Never was this saying more real to
me than when | visited my native
Vietnam at 19 years old. It was there
that | experienced firsthand how

a lack of opportunity can affect a
country and its communities.

| came face-to-face with women

in my extended family, instantly
connecting with their free spirit,
energy and resilience — in spite of
their daily challenges. Like most
women in the region, they worked
as seamstresses but opportunities
were very limited for them due to
lack of skills, education and access
to markets.

| felt like | had a ‘sliding doors’
moment. Had a few things been
different, | could have easily been
in their situation and they in mine. |
felt compelled to do something to
share with them the opportunities
that | had been given.

Some years later, after working

in corporate finance, | was able

to set up my fashion label and
personal philanthropic venture, All
The Wild Roses. We provide loans
to upskill local seamstresses and
my extended family to create their
own opportunities.

Today, they’re the artisans behind
our label with the vision of using
fashion as a force for change and
giving back.

But through our own experience,
what was most inspiring was
seeing the power of opportunity in
action — how it can transform lives.
So inspired, | wanted to do more,
to use our label as a way to spread
this message that was so deeply
rooted in our own story.

Through our partnership with
Opportunity we created The Dare
to Dream Project, which provides
one loan every week to a woman
so she can start her own business
and pursue her dream of making a
living. But what inspires us most is
that giving one loan changes more
than one life.

CARE Australia have said that,
when you help one woman, she
brings at least four others with
her. That one action creates an
ongoing ripple effect.

This is more than a statistic — it
happened to me. Having come
from Vietnam, the people that
helped my mother also helped
my three brothers and me. Now
our children also benefit. That’s
the transformative power of
opportunity — that one action
creates a ripple effect that has the
potential to impact many others.

o

Get involved:

A $70 loan is enough to help one
mother start a business and earn a
living. Donate once-off or monthly
via the inside back page.

Through our partnership
with Opportunity we created
The Dare to Dream Project, which

provides one loan every week to
a woman so she can start her
own business and pursue her
dream of making a living.

4
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E?/E aCHO L CHALLENGE

“One of the important things for our
young people to experience is that, even
in a small way, they have the power to
instigate change for the better for people

from other countries who are not as
fortunate as themselves.” Trish Leigh

o
Get involved:

If you’re a teacher, parent or
student who wants to take up
the challenge, find out more at
opportunity.org.au/what-you-
can-do/other-ways-to-get-
involved/engage-your-school

Ms Trish Leigh, Head of Middle School at
Fintona Girls’ School, Victoria is talking about
the impact of Projec10 on her students — a
unique fundraising challenge for young
people.

Projec10 started in 2011 by two Melbourne
mums — Alisa Pont and Sally Treacy after a trip to
Africa with their families, helping out some of the
poorest townships.

“We spent a lot of time hanging out with kids
who were just like ours — they loved to play,
have fun and had dreams of being educated
and having jobs. Sadly for many of them, these
dreams won’t come true because their families
are unable to afford schooling.”

Ready for action but not knowing how they could
involve their children in alleviating global poverty,
they had the idea of hosting a big dinner and
selling tickets to raise money for those in need.
With a little help from the grown-ups, about 20
young people got together and cooked for 130
adventurous diners and raised more than $7,000.

Seeing the enthusiasm and passion the kids
displayed sparked the idea of Projec10, which
challenges young people to start small, make
big and be the change. Students start with $10
seed money and do what they can to make it
grow. The profits from their small businesses
are donated to Opportunity. It’s kids modelling
microfinance for microfinance.

One student said, “I learned how to
take more responsibility and complete
things on my own (without adults). | also
learned how to fundraise.”

Today, Projec10 has been run in more than 20
schools across Victoria, raising over $38,000
for Opportunity.

And this year, Opportunity is broadening its youth
space by running its first Opportunity School
Challenge. For one week, from 1-5 August 2016,
it's school versus school across Australia to see
who can take on the Projec10 challenge and build
the most successful business.



SCHOOL CHALLENGE
Nationwide event
Week-long fundraising
challenge for youth.

INSIGHT TRIP

Indonesia
7-day trip

INSIGHT TRIP
India
7-day trip

See your support in action.

See your support in action.

°
For more details, visit
opportunity.org.au/news/events
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v Yes, | would like to make a
donation to Opportunity

Donations of $2 or more are tax-deductible.

MY DONATION TODAY IS
$50 $100 $200 $1,000
Surprise us $

OR
I'd like to give a HandUp monthly gift of $

MY PAYMENT

Cheque (make payable to Opportunity International Australia Ltd)

Credit card: MasterCard Visa AMEX

Card number:

Cardholder’s name

Signature Expiry /

MY DETAILS

Name

Address

Phone
Email

Date of Birth

| would like to receive details about leaving a gift in my will

If you do not want to receive marketing communications
from Opportunity, please contact us on 1800 812 164 or
opinfo@opportunity.org.au to let us know.

0 Please return this form in the reply paid
envelope enclosed or via the address below

% Donate online at opportunity.org.au
[J Phone us on 1800 812 164

Donations will be directed to the area of greatest need.

PLEASE SEND THIS FORM TO

Opportunity International Australia ()
GPO Box 4487 OPPORTUNITY
Sydney NSW 2001 Australia niemational

Opportunity International Australia (Opportunity) respects your privacy and complies with Australian privacy
laws. We collect your personal information in order to process donations, issue tax receipts and to send
you updates about our programs and requests for donations. For these purposes your information may be
shared with trusted contractors and third party service providers (such as mailing houses) either in Australia
or overseas. Failure to provide personal information may result in Opportunity being unable to provide you
with a tax receipt or important information. More about how we collect, store, use and disclose personal
information, including how you can access and correct it, how you can lodge a privacy complaint and how
we handle those complaints, is available in our Privacy Policy at www.opportunity.org.au/privacy-policy. You
may also contact us by emailing opinfo@opportunity.org.au or calling 1800 812 164. ABN 83 003 805 043.

Thank you for making a difference! 16M2
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